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Beyond the 
classroom
MSU mentoring 
program connects 
honors students 
with gifted kids to 
foster creativity in 
learning

Ask A Doc
How important 
is milk for a 
growing child?

The plate that we use gets warm enough to warn you 
that you are too close, but not hot enough to burn!  

ENCAUSTIC:  (Painting with Melted Crayons)

SUPPLIES:
Heavy paper, cardboard, or a rock
Crayons (w/o wrappers)
Electric warming plate
Old muffi n tin or heat-resistant ramekins 
Old paint brushes, Q-tips, toothpicks, 
   Popsicle sticks

 Cover your work space with several layers of 
newspaper. Fill up the different compartments of the 
muffi n tin or ramekins with crayon pieces — one color 
per compartment — and place on the hotplate (on low). 
When the crayons begin to melt, have your kids draw 
with the melted crayons onto the paper, cardboard, or 
rock! Paint brushes can get a little frustrating, since the 
crayons cool quickly and tend to gum up the brushes. 
Experiment with different tools to see which one works 
best.
 This activity is messy but SO worth it. Once you use 
the supplies for this activity just plan on storing them 
away for the next time you do it because they will be 
useless for doing anything else!
 
 There are so many different things that you can do 
with plain old crayons. I have to admit I have had a love 

affair with crayons ever since I can remember! No matter 
how many crayons we had at home, my mom always 
bought me a new box to start the school year. To this 
day I can still remember their scent and the exact order 
that I kept my Prang eight-piece box in (red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, purple, brown, and black - always), 
now if I had only stayed that organized throughout 
the rest of my life! So break out the crayons and PLAY 
MORE!

Susan Denson-Guy is the Executive Director of the Children’s Museum of 
Bozeman. CMB’s mission is to enrich our community by engaging children 
and adults in the magic of shared learning and discovery. You can contact 
Susan directly at director@cmbozeman.org.

Creative Kids
Four colorful activities with crayons
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10-year-old Molly Taylor 
what subjects or activities she’s interested in, and you’ll 
get a quick but short answer: everything.
 The precocious fi fth grader at Irving Elementary plays 
the cello, sings in the school choir, practices tae kwon 
do and is learning how to snowboard (she also skis). So 
when Molly, who is identifi ed as a gifted student by the 

Bozeman School District, was asked what she wanted to 
learn about as part of a program pairing gifted kids with 
Montana State University student mentors, she came up 
with a pretty long and varied list.
 “Right away, she named about 50 ideas for projects,” 
including designing a car run by solar power, said Rachel 
Hull, Molly’s mentor and a sophomore studying elemen-
tary education at MSU.
 Though that idea was nixed for fi nancial reasons, Hull 
met Molly in the middle with the idea to build a robotic 
car out of Legos and program it to complete an original 
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obstacle course. For the last couple of months, Hull and 
Molly have met every Tuesday afternoon during Molly’s 
school day to work on the robot, which Molly named 
Ghoti, or “Fish” (Ghoti is a constructed word that illus-
trates spelling irregularities in English. For instance, the 
“gh,” when pronounced in words like “laughter,” makes 
the “f” sound; same with “o” as in “women,” and “ti” as in 
“nation”). Her dad helped her with the name, she said.
 On a recent Tuesday, Fish – for no apparent reason 
– would only drive in circles, not the straight line on the 
course Molly designed. Using a computer program, Molly 
and Hull tried to diagnose the problem, fi ddling with 
variables that tell Fish which direction to drive and for how 
long. It was an exercise in patience, but both mentor and 
mentee were obviously having fun, taking brief breaks 
to talk about spring break plans and Molly’s upcoming 
birthday.
 “This is my favorite part of the week,” Hull said, who 
has worked with Molly for two semesters as part of MSU’s 
Mentoring Gifted Students class. When all the kinks are 

worked out and Fish completes the course, Hull and Molly 
have plans for a new project involving microscopes.
 “It defi nitely challenges me to come up with ways to 
keep her interested and captivate her,” said Hull of the 
class. “It’s a challenge to challenge her, because she’s so 
bright.”
 And that’s precisely the point, said Jill Schaunaman, 
who co-teaches the seminar-style class with Amy Wallner-
Drake, an instructor at Bozeman High School. Started 18 
years ago by an MSU honors student, the class’ primary 
focus is to get college students out in the community to 
help develop the interests and talents of the brightest 
students in the public school system.
 “Young students have such a joyful outlook on life 
and they are so excited about learning (that) it is a refresh-
ing break from college work for the mentors,” Schauna-
man, who is also the PEAKS Gifted and Talented coordina-
tor for the Bozeman School District, said. “Parents often 
report that for their children, working with their mentors 
is the highlight of the elementary and middle school 
student’s week.”

What does ‘gifted’ mean?

 About 374 students out of the 5,500 students in 
the Bozeman School District are currently identifi ed as 

“gifted;” that is, they possess academic 
talents and abilities to such a degree that 
different opportunities are needed to fully 
develop their educational potential. The 
Montana Constitution requires that these 
opportunities be available to those stu-
dents who are judged to be gifted based 
on multiple criteria, including teacher 
referrals and test scores.
    Schaunaman oversees the K-12 gifted 
program. She educates teachers about 
identifying gifted students and challeng-
ing them, as well as providing resources 
to parents and coordinating working 
groups or advanced classes within differ-
ent schools.
    Despite the pressures of limited fund-
ing and differing opinions on the impor-
tance of gifted education, Schaunaman 
is passionate about providing gifted kids 
with an “appropriate,” quality education.
    If not challenged, these students can 
become bored and disruptive in class, or 
may fail to meet even basic requirements 
because they often learn differently than 
other students, she said.
    “Gifted kids are not a heterogeneous 
group; they all have different needs,” she 
said. 
    So the mentoring program fi lls a 
niche by giving kids access to the time 
and talents of MSU’s brightest students 
through small group arrangements or 

Ask

Molly Taylor, left, and Rachel Hull make adjustments to the navigation 
program for their robot, named “GHOTI.” That’s pronounced, “fi sh,” Taylor 
says. “GH like in ‘laughter,’ O as in ‘women,’ and TI as in ‘conjunction.’ “ 
Below, Jill Schaunaman is the PEAKS gifted and talented coordinator for 
the Bozeman School District.



M A R C H  1 5 ,  2 0 1 1   LEA P  •   5

612 East Main Street • Suite C • Bozeman, MT
406.522.3722 • epicentertherapy.com

Specialized, comprehensive
care for infants, children and teens

We provide 
therapy services 
for infants and 

children from all 
over southwest 

Montana:

• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy
• Intensive Individual Therapy
• Autism Spectrum Intervention
• Sensory Integration Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy
• Pediatric Certifi ed Specialists

All Insurance 
and Medicaid 

accepted

8  •   LEAP  M A R C H  1 5 ,  2 0 1 1

i
BY SUSAN DENSON - GUYCREATIVE KIDS

 IT REALLY DOESN’T MATTER how many differ-
ent things you have in your art cupboard, CRAYONS 
still rule! At the Children’s Museum of Bozeman we are 
always experimenting with new things to do with crayons. 
Besides coloring, here are a few ideas to do with crayons. 
If you have a favorite crayon craft at your house, we would 
love to hear about it.

CRAYON RESIST:

 On a plain sheet of paper, draw a picture of whatever 
you like (but don’t draw in all of the background). Be sure 
to use a fairly heavy hand with the crayons – you will need 
to lay down a thick layer of crayon. A few of our favorite 
images to draw for this activity are rainbows, houses with 
bright yellow shining out of the windows, underwater 
scenes (minus the water), or northern lights illuminating 
the horizon. Once you are fi nished coloring your picture, 
it is time to break out the paints (water or thin tempera 
paint)! Using the biggest kid-friendly brush that you have, 
paint over the entire picture with blue or black paint, and 
then watch as the paint resists your drawing, and reap-
pears with a new dark background.
 With St. Patrick’s Day coming up this week you may 
want to try it another way. Use a sheet of green construc-
tion paper and draw shamrocks on it with green crayons 
(yep, green on green). Then use thin white tempera paint 
to cover the page. You should end up with green sham-
rocks showing through a white background!

STAINED GLASS:

 For this activity you will 
need to keep a close eye on 
your little artists!

SUPPLIES:
Wax paper
Crayons
Cheese grater 
Iron (a plain old clothes iron 
– best use ever)
Scissors
Scotch tape

 The fi rst thing that you need to do is grate up 
the crayons (be sure to remove the wrappers fi rst – if your 
crayons have been around for awhile toss them into a 
bowl full of cold water and in a few minutes you’ll be able 
to easily remove the wrappers. Then just put the crayons 
of a few sheets of paper towels to dry.). A cheese grater 
works great, but watch your knuckles. I have to admit 
that I once allowed (one might even say encouraged) my 
boys to smash up crayons on a board in the garage with 
a hammer – we had a lot of fun, but there weren’t any 
crayon shavings left for making stained glass.
 Once you have your crayons grated up, sprinkle 
them on  a sheet of waxed paper and then cover with 
another sheet of waxed paper (sandwich style). Run a 

warm iron over the paper 
slowly, and watch your 
colors melt and merge 

between the sheets of waxed 
paper. Let your artwork cool 
and then trim the edges. Seal 
the edges with scotch tape, 
and hang on one of your 
windows!

CRAYON MELTS:

SUPPLIES:
Paper

Crayons (w/o wrappers)
Electric warming plate

 Again you will want to keep a close eye on your little 
artists. Plug in your warming plate and turn to the lowest 
setting (I have had really good luck fi nding these at thrift 
stores). Once your plate is warm, place one sheet of 
paper on top and then draw whatever you would like with 
your crayons. You will need to draw slowly at fi rst so that 
the crayon can get warmed up and start to melt. Use dark 
colors fi rst and then you can go back and add highlights 
with lighter colors. The crayons will saturate the paper 
and give your designs a super vibrant look. Be sure to talk 
to your kids about keeping their wrists off of the edge of 
the warming plate.   continued on page 12 

Create with Crayons

586.5609
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Nichole Scala
Speech-Language Pathologist

scalacommunication@gmail.com

Do you think your child might 
have a speech or language disorder?

Call or Stop by Today. We Can Help.
• Childhood Apraxia of Speech
• Autism Spectrum Disorders
• Stuttering 
• Speech and Language Disorders
• Interactive Metronome Therapy

“We are speech-language pathologists committed to working with 
children and adults with a variety of communication needs.”

one-on-one pairings.
 “Research shows one of the most effective things 
for gifted students to have is a mentor,” Schaunaman 
said. “These kids have a lot of potential to provide a 
better world for us, and we want to help them reach 
their full potential.”

Freedom to be creative

 Each semester, about 25 MSU honors students 
meet weekly for the evening class. The fi rst few weeks 
are spent learning about the subject of gifted educa-
tion. They are then matched with kids in elementary, 
middle or high school who share similar interests. 
 For his fi rst semester in the class, Jacob Simon, a 
sophomore majoring in physics and math, mentored 
a group of middle school students who were prepar-

ing for the Montana Science Olympiad, an experience 
that encouraged him to sign up for the class again this 
spring. The course can be taken twice for credit and 
then on a volunteer basis if a student wants to continue.
His students “were so ready to learn, so ready to absorb 
information,” Simon said, that it pushed him to seek out 
new things to teach them. This semester, he’s working 
with a group of six high school students in an advanced 
English class, a match created by Schaunaman and 
Wallner-Drake based on his interest in writing limericks 
and word play. Together, Simon, the teacher and the 
students chose a novel to read, and each student is now 
creating a project about the book based on their inter-

ests, like poetry and photography.
 Simon was given a loose syllabus for 
leading the class, but the students are 
given a lot of freedom for deciding how 
and what they want to learn about.
“It’s not exactly my area of expertise, but 
it’s a good challenge,” Simon said.
 During the semester, MSU class-
mates become sounding boards for men-
tors to brainstorm ways to meet the goals 
the kids set, Simon said.
 “For example, someone says, ‘My 
student wants to build and launch a 
rocket; how do I do that?’” he said. 
Schaunaman and Wallner-Drake are “very 
helpful and supportive,” and make sure 
the mentors have access to the supplies 
they need to turn kids’ ideas into reality.
 Simon, who attended a charter 
school in Alaska and participated in the 
International Baccalaureate program for 
high achieving students, thinks the fl ex-
ibility and freedom offered by the men-
tors allows kids to test out different ways 
of learning that aren’t always available in 
traditional classrooms.
 “I think a lot of students have dif-
ferent learning styles, and this (program) 
is less of an expectation, more of an 
exploration,” he said. “You can see they 
just latch on right away to that teaching 
style,” Simon said. “Sometimes it’s hard 
to keep up.”

Lauren Russell is a freelance writer living in Bozeman.

Beyond the classroom
CONTINUED

Molly Taylor, left, and Rachel Hull work on a project to build a Lego robot 
and maze, then program the robot to navigate the maze at Irving School.

“Young students have such 
a joyful outlook on life and 
they are so excited about 
learning (that) it is a refresh-
ing break from college work 
for the mentors.” —Jill Schaunaman




